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Exhibition of automata from the UK’s Cabaret Mechanical Theatre opens at Landora


A unique exhibition of forty performing machines from the UK's Cabaret Mechanical Theatre opens at the Landora Theme Park in Istanbul on 2 October and runs for four months. 

The machines, which can be called automata or mechanical toys, come to life when visitors press a button and activate the mechanisms. The gears and cogs power up miniature performances that are funny, strange and unexpected: a man sits in a bath full of spaghetti with sauces flowing from the taps; a cat drinks some milk and falls over; the ancient Egyptian God Anubis is seen in a cafe swatting a fly; a school of flying fish keep changing direction in perfect synchronicity; a ball magically appears and disappears on a Geisha girl. The machines entice the audience to get close to the action and laugh at the antics.

Each machine is hand-crafted by one of the eleven contributing artist-engineers. Each has an individual style. Keith Newstead creates whimsical characters often using brass and wire; Paul Spooner is a master of engineering complexity and humour; Patrick Bond sculpts heavy steel and adapts old bicycle parts; Ron Fuller is drawn to the colourful characters of old travelling circuses. The machines have travelled around the world, including to Australia, Bangkok, Seoul, Tokyo and the US. 

The automata integrate art and technology which lends the exhibition an educational aspect as the machines can be used as a fun way to inspire and teach engineering and mechanical movement. Cabaret Mechanical Theatre has pioneered this creative use of technology by developing education projects in schools, museums and science centres, such as the Exploratorium in San Francisco. Education is a key ingredient of the Landora experience – visitors will be encouraged to learn by cartoon character Professor Zac - so the automata fit perfectly in the Landora entertainment and education mix. Professor Zac will be taking a keen interest in the exhibition.

Cabaret Mechanical Theatre was started in 1979 by Sue Jackson as a small general craftshop in Falmouth, a small town in a scenic part of Britain popular with tourists and artists. The shop started to specialise in hand-made automata with the help of local artists Peter Markey and Paul Spooner. Its success led Jackson to move it to London in 1984 where it established an international reputation. It remained there until 2000 when rising rents forced it to close. With no permanent home, the company - now led run by Jackson's daughter Sarah - focuses on organising temporary and permanent automata exhibitions. It also has an online shop.

Automata have a long and varied history, from the Japanese Karakuri ningyō tradition to the Golden Age of French automata in the 18th century. Jackson's Cabaret Mechanical Theatre re-awakened interest in automata by re-inventing them in a contemporary style, drawing on British traditions of satire, whimsy and comedy. Jackson's genius was to create an atmospheric 'mechanical theatre', a mix of shop and gallery packed full of weird and wonderful performing machines. Enormously popular, it became the UK’s centre for automata art. 

Many of the original machines are now in the exhibition at Landora, where they sleepily await visitors to press their buttons and trigger them into action.
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Notes to editors

· Artists in the exhibition: Patrick Bond, Lucy Casson, Ron Fuller, Kazu Harada, Michael Howard, John Lumbus, Peter Markey, Pierre Mayer, Keith Newstead, Matt Smith, Paul Spooner


· Exhibition dates: 2 October 2011 - February 2012


· Exhibition address: 
Landora, Altıntepsi Mahallesi, Ferhatpaşa Çiftliği Mevkii, Çiftlik Cad. 
Bayrampaşa İstanbul / Türkiye  

· Recent Cabaret Mechanical Theatre exhiitions:
Science Museum of Minnesota, USA (2011) 
Museum Boerhaave, Leiden, Netherlands (2011) 
The Oxfordshire Museum, Oxford, England (2011)
Miami Science Museum, Miami, Florida, USA (2010) 
Don Harrington Discovery Centre, Texas, USA (2010) 
DASA, Dortmund, Germany (2009) 
El Parque de las Ciencias, Granada Spain (2009) 
Chicago Museum of Science and Industry, USA (2009) 
Ginza, Tokyo, Japan (2009)
Scotland Street Museum, Glasgow, Scotland (2009) 
Western Australia Museum, Perth (2008)
Questacon Science Museum, Canberra, Australia (2008) 
Phaeno Science Museum, Germany (2008) 
Thailand Creative and Design Centre, Bangkok (2007) 
Seongnam Arts Center, Seoul, South Korea (2007) 
Singapore Science Museum, Singapore (2006) 
Exploratorium San Francisco, USA (2005).
